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a lot in the first year. Many
other lake projects take
much longer to get this far.”

Areas of Eurasian water
milfoil were found and treat-
ed in Lake Mitchell to some
degree and in greater con-
centration in Big Lake, with
dense patches located near
Shore Acres Drive and a
larger patch on the sand bars
In front of the beach,

Curly leaf pondweed was
also found on the western
edge of Big Lake north of
the beach and by the boat
launch in Big Lake and ijn
the south-western corner of
Lake Mitchell, on the north-
ernmost point of Lake
Mitchell and in g 5.17 acre
swath in the middle of the
west side of the lake,

“We grided the Jakes and
sampled every point, first in
May, then in July to see what
else was there,” Selter said,
“We are working with the
DNR to get reports back by
the end of October.”

“We came out numerous
times in May to find the
curly leaf pondweed and we
did the best possible map-
ping we could do,” he said.
“We came out again with
Sanford Smith in Jupe.”

Other interventions on the
lake quality enhancement
project list include planting a
15-foot riparian Zone, or
buffer of vegetation on state-
owned property east of the

channel, the ‘Washington
Avenue greenway, the Mount
Curve greenway, city-owned
Property on Lake Mitche]] by
the culvert and possibly
Ssome areas on privately
Owned property.

The 15-foot vegetation
buffers helps prevent erosion
and helps filter water flow-
ing into the lakes from the
land during rainstorms, re-
moving harmful chemicals,

The greenways may be
closed as access points for
Snowmobilers and four
wheelers. Residents wil] be
asked to use the boat launch-
€5, as access points. In some
locations, paths or steps may
be installed to protect the
banks from erosion,

“This can include special
rain-garden type plantings,”
said Goebel. “Or it can be as
simple as just not mowing,
What happens then is some-
times the adjacent homeown-
ers will go out and mow the
strip for us, which we don’t
really want them to do.”

Areas around some of the
culverts such ag Mount
Curve, which have been cov-
ered with riprap, are also
being  examined, Goebel
said. At some locations, most
of the riprap has gone,
thrown in the lake by kids
playing or shifted by ice
moving on the surface of the
lakes.

“I recommend the use of

cable concrete for that,” said
Basiletti. “It is a mat of
Squares of concrete with
gaps between for plantings,
Of course, there wil] still be
Some maintenance problems
with ice, It's more expensive
than rock but it does look -
nice.”

In Lake Mitchell, the City
is considering installing a
fishing pier over the culvert
which is under Lakeshore
Drive between Blacks Lake
and Lake Mitchel]l,

“This area would be a
good site for cable concrete,”
said Basiletti. “But if you are
going to put a pier in, do that
first.”

“We will have to make it
accessible to comply with
the ADA (Americans with
Disabiljties Act), Goebel
said. “We are looking at
grants and funding sources,”

Grants have also been
written for Eurasian water
milfoil treatment funding
and for a pative shoreland
buffer incentives Program to
help pay for the cost of plant-
ing vegetative strips. Two
green works grants have
already been written,

“We have our data and we
have collected 1,200 samples
from the lakes with our veg-
etation assessment report,”
Selter said. “The association
will continue to monitor the
lakes for invasive weeds and
water clarity,”
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